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ABSTRACT

Al-Jahiz's Works
A Bibliographical Study

HRRXX TR Tdddddorobobdbhddts

Presented by : Mohammad Mahmoud Ahmad Al-Droubi
|Supervised by prof. : Abdul-Jalil Abdul -Mohdi

This study aims at achieving a number of goals mainly the following :

1 - Surveying the extant works of Al-Jahiz in a comprehensive , precise and
systematic way and comparing them with the lost ones .
2 - Screening Al-Jahiz's authentic works from those claimed to be written
by him, so as to eliminate the latter .
3 - Providing the origiﬁal titles as given by Al-JahiZ himself to his works, so
as to get nid of the different titles given for the same work .
4 - Tracing the time of writing each work in order to show the development
iof s style throughout his caster (in the different topics that he is
interested in ).
5 - Examining the efforts of ancient and recent scholars' interest in AL-
Jahiz's works, mentioning , explaining, contracting, annotating, editing and
translating to modemn languages . AR V:o 0

The method of this research is based on categorizing the extant works
into two major collections : " The complete works" and the " Incomplete
works", added to them a third collection containing the works attributed to
'him. The works in each collection have been arranged alphabetically .
| This study is divided into four chapters and appendix . In the first
chapter, 1 dealt with the most important documentation systems of Al-
Jahiz's works. Primarily I traced the efforts of various scholars in

documenting these works, starting from Al-Jahiz own documentation that
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of modemn scholars'. In addition, I talked extensively about the manuscripts,
time of publication, and translations, in an attempt to se¢ to what extent
these manuscripts have been taken care of in the past and the preéent , by
the Arabs and the non-Arabs .
In the second chapter, I investigated each work in terms of its
authenticity, its date of composing, its dates of publication, its translations,
and finally to examine the remaining works which are still in manuscripts.
. In the third chapter, 1have dealt with the second incomplete collection of
Al-Jahiz .
~ In the fourth chapter, I dealt with the works ascribed to Al-Jahiz trying to
| prove that AL-Jahiz was not the author of such works.

In the appendix , I included four tables containing data related to both the
complete and Incomplete works. In the first table, I arranged the works
according to their topics : literary , political , social, philosophical, and
theological. In the second table, the works are arranged chronologically. In

| the third table, the works are arranged according to the names of dignutaries
he sent his works to . In the fourth table, the works are arranged according
to the date of publication in the last two countries .

The major conclusions of this study could stated as the following :

1 - Documenting AL-Jahiz's works began with Al-Jahiz himself and
extended to the present, but it is noted that such efforts do not exceed mere
mentioning the titles of his works and ignoring the other ways of

documentation .

2 - Titles of 245 works are known to us, but this study proves that only 81

extant works. Two third of his work are lost for different reasons .

3 - 1t is difficult to formulate a complete and comprehensive opinion about
Al-Jahiz ideas on literature's, politics and sociology as a result of the loss of

two-third of his works .
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4 - This study revealed that forty five complete works exist and thirty six
works were incomplete for the two reasons : First some scholars as
textbooks. Second, some scribes abridged some of his complete works to

save time and effort.

'5 - This study proved the authenticity of some works such as Al-Tabasur,
Al-Hijab and AL-Hanin Ila AL-Awtan, which some scholars dismissed
from Al-Jahiz's works. In addition, this study dismissed fifteen works

claimed to be written by AL-Jahiz .

6 - This study proved that some extracts , which are treated as complete and

independent works, are parts of other works only .

7 - This study also tried to solve the problem of the different titles given for
the same book by scribes and sticking to one titie which is believed to be

given to the work by the author himself .

8 - This study concluded that Al-Jahiz was affected by AL-Mutazila thought
till the end of 232 A H. later, he shifted his interests in writing in new

subjects to cope with the new political scene of the Abbasyad state .
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